Melioidosis masquerading as community-acquired pneumonia: a case report demonstrating efficacy of intrapleural fibrinolytic therapy.
Burkholderia pseudomallei, a soil saprophyte typically associated with the highly fatal disease melioidosis in Southeast Asia, is an increasing global concern as worldwide travel proliferates in our increasingly cosmopolitan society. Emergence of this disease in locations where it was not previously described underscores the importance of understanding the basic microbiology, pathogenesis, and epidemiology of infectious diseases on a global scale rather than the myopic view of the usual microbiological culprits of community-acquired pneumonia (CAP) in developed nations. We report a case of melioidosis originally diagnosed as CAP complicated by empyema successfully cured with combination of antibiotics and intrapleural fibrinolytic therapy, averting operative intervention.